Synergy: Facete of Research in Open Learning
sex-wise break-up male occupied 59 per cent and female 41 per cent.
This indicates that the rural people are more successful than urban
people, though the enrollment is lesser. It is easier to transmit knowledge
to the people, who are living in remotest areas by organising Mobile
Study Centre, ratfier than transport people to the place of knowledge.
This is in tune with the much avowed objective of Dr.B.R.Ambedkar
Open University, "i.e., education at your doorstep".
The courses offered by Dr.B.RAmbedkar Open University are
more or less the same ones as offered by conventional/regular
universities. In addition to the conventional courses, it is desirable to
offer socially relevant and Vocational/Job oriented courses like courses
in Communication Technology, Electronics, Computer Application,
Agrobased industry courses, Hotel Management, B.Ed., LL.B., etc.
PROBLEMS
Despite the fact that the Open University system has been providing
open access to higher education to disadvantaged people, it has
encountered several problems. Some of the important problems revealed
by a survey are as follows:
1.     Most students complain about delay in receipt of course material,
non-receipt of course material, receipt of wrong books to right
address, right books to wrong address, receipt of wrong memos,
receipt of memos with 'A7 (Absent) for some papers though
candidates may have appeared for all papers, delay in replies/no
replies to letters, delay in publication of results, etc. There were
instances of students not taking their examinations because they
did not receive course material before the commencement of
examinations.
2.     Most students complained that most of the counsellors were not
engaging the allotted contact-cum-counselling classes regularly.
3.     Though the audio, radio and video lessons were prepared by
concerned subject experts, around ninety five per cent of selected
sample students responded that they were not availing of audio,
radio and video lessons made available through study centres.
Various reasons cited in support of non-use were: Some lessons
were not interesting, some were not audible and some were
outdated. Another reason was that All India Radio, Hyderabad-B
broadcasting radio lessons was not reaching all the corners of the
state of Andhra Pradesh.
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